
A history of zombie epidemics:  
implications for epidemics today 

Tara C. Smith , PhD 

Kent State University 



Spoilers…and things 



Deep history of zombies 



In the Beginning 

• 1954: Outbreak, Bacillus vampiris 

 



In the Beginning 

• Reappearance, 1964, 1971, 2007 



In the Beginning 

•  first confirmed zombie epidemic, 1968 

• “Romeroism”  



“Slow zombie” outbreaks 



Spread of infection 

• 1978, 2004  



Spread of infection 

• 2004 outbreak: case study of zombie 
infection during pregnancy 



Spread of infection 

• Southern US, 2011-present 

 



Spread of infection 





Causative agent? 



Related outbreaks 

• 1973 & 2010 outbreaks, mid-Atlantic & 
Midwest  

 

 

 



Related outbreaks  

• 2002, England. Release of Rage virus from 
animal laboratory. 



Related outbreaks 

• Solanum virus outbreak, 2006-present, 
worldwide 



Related outbreaks 

• T-virus, 2002-present, Raccoon City 



Related outbreaks  



• … and… 









http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D7r1S6-op8E  
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Zombie movies vs reality 



Zombie movies 



Reality 



Reality 



Zombie movies 



Zombie movies 



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_aTP1Fq8wVY  
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Reality 



Zombie movies  



Reality 





Instinct to “movie-ize” 
everything has real-

life applications 
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(me) 















In Sum  

• Zombies are popular 

 

• Most are infectious 

 

• Know them!  

• Use them!  

• Love them!* 

 

 
• *Or whatever your preferred method is to connect to the pop 

culture zeitgeist  
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